


The Cast of

The Narrators:
Rebecca Ellison, Marion
Shea Hickey, Marion
Emily Kimmel, Benton

Jacob - Paul Cummins, Mt. Vernon

The Brothers:
Joseph - Lee Emery, DuQuoin
Reuben - Christopher Cripps, Grenoble, France
Simeon - Miles Reidelberger, DuQuoin
Levi - Adam Jenkins, DuQuoin
Napthali - Matt Hinz, Mt. Vernon
Isaachar - Paul Jenkins, DuQuoin
Asher - Seth Kohlhaas, Benton
Dan - Travis Stern, DuQuoin
Zevulun - Chris Bratten, DuQuoin
Gad - Steve Eldridge, Benton
Judah - Bhavesh Patel, DuQuoin
Benjamin - Adam Kee, Johnston City

Potiphar - Scott P. Heape, DuQuoin

Mrs. Potiphar - Melanie Smith, DuQuoin
Pharoah - Russ Reidelberger, DuQuoin
The Butler - Josh Payne, Benton

The Baker - Melanie Smigielski, DuQuoin




Characters

Ishmalites, Camels, Servants, Dancers, Techies:
From Benton: Riley Blair, Salina Wyant,
Chris Bial, Starina Johnson
From DuQuoin: Jenna Minton, Amber Crain, Amber
Fern, Mary Holmes, Brad Long, Amanda Stern,
Lori Swiney, Josh Benson, Matthew Benson

The Rainbow Chorus
Beth Clements, Benton
Colby Craig, DuQuoin
Brittanie Crain, DuQuoin
Jessica Denton, DuQuoin
Megan Emery, DuQuoin
Destinee Grimmett, Benton
Kayti Hall, Zeigler
Dillon Heape, DuQuoin
Patrick Herman, Benton
Justin Kimball, Benton
Cady Summers, Benton
Lacey Vercellino, Mulkeytown

Orchestra
Flute - Norma Johnson, Carteruville
Reeds - Cory Barnfield, Benton
Trombone/Tuba - Carson Johnson, Carterville
Piano - Annette Shaw, Benton
Synthesizers - Cheryl Herman, Benton
Pam Kimball, Benton
Alisa Leffler, Benton
Bethany Clyatt, Benton
Percussion - Tom Herman, Benton
Aux. Percussion/Mallets - Dave Wicks, Dahigren
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the 1995 fifth place state winner, “The Diviners,” which placed fourth last
year, and two third place showings with “Of Mice and Men” and “The
Shadow Box.” Along with his wife, Pam, Allan instills his love of theatre
into his two children, Justin, 9, and Joshua, 5.

EMILY KIMMEL is a junior at Smith College in Northampton, Massachu-
setts where she is a theatre major and a biology major. Pyramid Player
audiences will remember her as Little Red Riding Hood in “Into The
Woods.” While a student at Benton High School, Emily played Princess
Winnifred in “Once Upon A Mattress” and Lucy in “You're A Good Man
Charlie Brown.” She is a two-time All-State award winner in Group Inter-
pretation.

SETH KOHLHAAS, a Benton native, is a sophomore at SIU-C. His Pyra-
mid Player appearances include the roles of Wolf in “Into the Woods,” King
in “Big River,” and Benvolio in “Romeo & Juliet.”

BRAD LONG of DuQuoin is currently a pre-med student at the University
of Illinois. His stage appearances include roles in “Big River” for Pyramid
Players and “Of Mice and Men” at DuQuoin High School. Off-stage, Brad
enjoys a good game of tennis.

JENNA MINTON, a DuQuoin native, is currently attending the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where she is a biology major and par-
ticipates in the concert band and choir oratorio society. Her PP appear-
ances include Rapunzel in “Into the Woods” and a pit band member for
“Oliver.” White as DHS, Jenna was Ursula in “Bye Bye Birdie,” Chava in
“Fiddler on the Roof,” and a member of the chorus in “Godspell.” Off-
stage, Jenna says she enjoys singing, procrastinating, and “General Hospi-
tal.”

BHAVESH PATEL, the son of Dr. Ramesh and Usha Patel, is a student at
DuQuoin High School and attends classes at SIU-C. He is a veteran per-
former at DHS with roles as Tinman in “The Wizard of Oz,” Gilmer in
“Godspell,” Einstein in “Arsenic & Old Lace,” Slim in “Of Mice and Men,”
and Basil in “The Diviners.” He is no stranger to the PP stage, performing
in the chorus in “Tom Sawyer” and as Lil’ Joe Harper in “Big River.”
Bhavesh is the secretary of the DHS Speech Team and a recipient of the R.P.
Hibbs Outstanding Service Award.

In the six years since JOHN PAYNE played a jitterbug in “The Wizard of
Oz” with the Pyramid Players, he has been in the casts of various shows

continued on page 11
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including “Grease,” “Big River,” “You’re A Good Man Charlie Erown,”
and “The Music Man.” Josh recently finished a year-long sabbatical from
his Alma Mater of Columbia University. however, he will return to Co-
lumbia later this year after attending a research internship at the Biosphere
2 Earth Science facility located outside Tucson, Arizona.

MILES REIDELBERGER, a DuQuoin native, brings a wealth of experience
to the PP stage. At DHS, Miles was the Lion in “The Wizard of Oz,” Herb
in “Godspell,” Linus in “You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown,” Lennie in
“Of Mice and Men,” and C.C. Showers in “The Diviners.” He played Injun
Joe in the PP production of “Tom Sawyer.” Matt has been active in the All
State competitions, with awards for two years as Best Actor, 1996 All State
Cast, All Sectional Cast in 1995 and 1996, Best Novice in Speech in 1994-95,
and ranked fourth in the state in speech.

RUSS REIDELBERGER is returning to Pyramid Flayers after taking a year
off. He is currently starring in his favorite role, that of husband. Russ was
recently married to his high school sweetheart, Michelle. You may remem-
ber his memorable proposal on the stage after a performance of “Into the
Woods.” He would like to dedicate this performance to his family, includ-
ing his new bride.

MELANIE SMIGIELSKI is going to be a junior at DuQuoin High School
where she enjoys algebra and competes on the speech team. This is her
first Pyramid Players production, but at DuQHS, she played Glinda, the
good witch in “The Wizard of Oz,” and was Marcie in “You’re A Good
Man Charlie Brown.”

MELANIE SMITH, is a graduate of DuQuoin High School currently at-
tending McKendree College in Lebanon where she is a member of Alpha
Psi Omega. Melanie qualified for the N.F.A. and A.F.A. Nationals in Col-
lege Forensics and was the 1996 High School Sportsmanship State Cham-
pion. Her DHS roles include Dorothy in “The Wizard of Oz” and Curly's
Wife in “Of Mice and Men.” At McKendree, Melanie as portrayed Anne in
“The Diary of Anne Frank,” and Essie in “You Can’t Take It With You.”
She played Pepper in the PP production of “Annie.” Off-stage, Melanie
enjoys singing and fickling the ivories.

AMANDA STERN is a veteran performer on both the Pyramid Players
and DuQuoin High School stages. Her PP roles include Strange Woman in
“Big River” and the chorus in “Tom Sawyer.” At DHS, Amanda appeared
as Lucy in “You're A Good Man Charlie Brown,” the Wicked Witch in “The
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Wizard of Oz,” Jennie Mae in “The Diviners,” Mrs. Witherspoon in “Ar-
senic and Old Lace,” and chorus roles in “Godspell,” “Fiddler on the Roof,”
and “Bye Bye Birdie.” Among Amanda’s many speech awards are 1996-97
DHS Best Actress and the State Championship in Sportsmanship.

TRAVIS STERN is back for his fifth appearance on the PP stage. The
DuQuoin native has appeared as Tom Sawyer in “Big River,” Elwood P.
Dowd in “Harvey,” and the narrator in “Into the Woods.” Last season, he
co-directed “Steel Magnolias.” AtDHS, Travis played Judas in “Godspell,”
Willy Loman in “Death of aSalesman,” and Brian in “Shadow Box.” Cur-
rently a student at Illinois State University, Travis has been All State in
Drama and was Best Actor in 1994 and 1995.

BRIAN SUMMERS has played many roles including Tevye in “Fiddler on
the Roof,” Seymour in “Little Shop of Horrors,” Jesus in “Godspell,” the
King in “The King & I,” and the Baker in “Into the Woods.” One of the co-
founders of the Pyramid Players, Brian is usually the director of vocal music
but has also conducted the pit and worked as a sound technician. Brian
resides in Benton with his wife, Susan, and daughter, Cadence, also a bud-
ding star. He is a teacher at Benton High School.

SUSAN SUMMERS has been involved with Pyramid Players in all but the
very first season. She handles the secretarial responsibilities of the group,
which has grown from a group of 15 to over 900 during the past 20 years.
Susan also serves as co-vocal director of all the children’s productions and
usually appears in the cast of the adult musicals. She enjoys the fact that
she is helping to create memories for all those involved with the produc-
tion.

LORISWINEY enjoys singing and playing the flute. A student at DuQuoin
High School, Lori has held chorus roles in the DHS productions of “The
Wizard of Oz” and “You're A Good Man Charlie Brown” and the PP pro-
duction of “Big River.”

SALINA WYANT is making her eighth appearance on the Pyramid Play-
ers stage. The 17-year-old Benton High School student has been cast in the
1997 and 1998 All State productions of “One Voice: Legend of King Arthur”
and “Carousel.” She portrayed Mary Magdalene in “Godspell” at BHS
where is Co-Captain of the Speech Team and a member of the Band and
Student Council.
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