








NEW ODD COUPLE

KATHLEEN DOHERTY (Olive) is currently teaching Music Appreciation
at Rend Lake College and private voice lessons. A graduate of U of I School
of Music, Kathleen is mainly known for her singing, but her comedic talents
will impress you as well. Kathleen helped to create the Southern Illinois
Performing Artists and has performed in the Pyramid Players production of
Carousel.

DAWN SHOCKLEY (Renee) is a student at Rend Lake College and has
performed in many productions for BCHS and Pyramid Players including
Winifred in Once Upon a Mattress and Frenchy in Grease.

RACHEL VOYLES (Vera) is a newcomer to Pyramid Players. Rachel has
acted in high school productions of Cinderella, Snow White, Fiddler on the
Roofand as a member of MVTHS speech and acting team.
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CELESTE DEVORE (Florence) is a junior at Illinois State University where
she is majoring in Communications. Celeste is a member of the ISU speech
team and most recenUy was a semi-national finalist at the National Forensic
Associations tournament this spring. Celeste has also appeared in Pyramid
Players' Guase. We,t Side Story. and Little Shop ofHorror,.

BRIDGET EVERS (Mickey) is also a newcomer to Pyramid Players. Bridget
has performed in another Neil Simon play lA,t orthe Red Hot Loven. She
teaches piano and pursues civic, musical, and theatrical interests in her home­
town of Mt. Vernon.

TARIQ KHAN (Manola) is from Benton and has appeared in numerous
BCHS and Pyramid Players productions. most recently Lil Abner. While a
student at BeHS Tariq lent his numerous talents to speech, drama, journalism,
and academic activities.

ARON SA'WCHEZ (Jesus) was this year's valedictorian for BCHS class of
'89. Aron was a member of the speech team at BeHS and appeared in BCHS
musical and drama productions.
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THE MUSIC MAN

BRAD WILLARD currently holds a Bachelor of Sci­
ence Degree from Murray State University with em­
phasis in Organizational and Interpersonal Communi­
cations. Aside from his interests in this field, Brad has
also appeared as a feature singer/dancer in the produc­
tion Music! All1erica!" staged at Marriott's Great Amer­
ican Theme Park in Chicago. He also performed as a
featured singer/dancer for the State of Kentucky in
Sing Out Kentucky. He has been the choreographer
for Brigadoon (Pyramid Players) and Benton High
School's Cabaret productions the last three years. He
also appeared as P. T. Barnum in the Pyramid prodcu­
tion, Barnum. He lives in St. Louis Mo. and is employed
by Deluxe Printers Incorp. (Choreographer)

EUGENE MORTON Gene has been the Elem ntary
Instrumental Music Director in West Frankfort for 26
years. Last summer he directed the orchestra for Ok­
lahoma in Sesser, Guys lk Dolls for the Pyramid
Players, and has previously conducted for other mus­
icals. Gene has played trombone with the Southern
Illinois Concert Band under the direction of Theodore
Paschedag and has played in the FCHS pit orchestra
for five years. (Music Director)
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THE MUSIC MAN

JOYCE ANN GRIFFIN (Marian) A west Frankfort
native, Joyce is the moLher of three sons and one
daughter, and the proud grandmother of two grand­
sons. She has been involved in music and theatre for
most of her life, doing her fIrst play at age three. Very
involved in W. F. Community Theatre projects, she
appeared as Marian Paroo in The Music M.n in 1985,
Tzeitel in Fiddler on the RooEin 1986, and Maria in
The Sound ofMulic in 1981. She will finish her sopho­
more year at John A. Logan College this fall, majoring
in Psychology and Music, and will continue her studies
at S.I.U. This past December Joyce was chosen as
Mrs. Volunteer of John A. Logan College, receiving a
scholarship and many gifts.

MAtT DEFFLEY (Harold) Matt, of Carbondale, will
realize his dream of a lifetime by playing Professor
Harold Hill this season for the Pyramid Players. Matl
has been involved with music all his life as a religious
solo performer, a member of the SIU Southern Sin·
gers, partner and manager for the late Bob Kingsbury
and star of Impt'euario and Binh of. mthet' at SIU.
Matl is the assistant choir director and featured soloist
at the First Baptist Church of Carbondale where his
wife, Kay, is the head organist. An applied music major
and graduate of SIU, Matt is a piano technician. In his
free time he also is a fulltime father to two daughters
and a son.
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TINSELTOWN

STUDENT DIRECTORS

CHRISTA CHANCEY Christa, daughter of Dianne
and John Kolodziej, is a junior at Benton High School
and is serving as a Student Director for Time/town.
She is a veteran of the Pyramid Player's production
of lnIy Off BrCMdw.y and two high school musicals
and two dramatic plays. She hopes to study law at lhe
University of Illinois when she graduates in 1991.
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JOEY BELLAMY Joey, son of Jan and Joe Bellamy
and a Junior at Benton High School, is serving as a
Student Director for Ti_ltown this summer. Even
though he is only 16yearsofage. he has been a member
oC8 Pyramid Playel"S Musicals and is a veteran of three
musicals and one play at Benton High School. Joey is
an Honor Student who hopes to major in medicine at
Johns Hopkins University.

ALiCEN WELLS Alicen, a junior at BCHS, has been
in five Pyramid Players productions since 1981, and is
now working as a student director for Time/town. Ali·
cen is active in the BCHS Beauty Shop Quartet as well
as lhe band, jazz band, cheerleading squad, student
council, and is a member oflhe National Honor Society.
Upon graduating, A1icen plans to study medicine in
Florida.

MAn MITCHELL For Matt it began a few years ago
when he played the prince in Snow White. Since then,
theater and Pyramid Players have been among his first
loves. Last season he became familiar with the 'behind
the scenes' workings of the stage by working as set
crew. For all his help, Matt was voted Most Vaulable
Participant. This year he will be part of the quartet in
The Music Man.



TINSELTOWN

ALLEN MEZO Allen, son of Mrs. Phyllis Mezo, of
Akin is currently a sophomore al Rend Lake College
majoring in conununicalions. Having been active in
Pyramid Players since 1987, AJlen has perfonned in
six Pyramid Players productions, and has also worked
on set crews and lighting for other productions as weD.
This summer Allen will serve as Stage Manager (or
Tmseltown and as Charlie CoweD in The Music M.D.
Allen has also participated in Benton High School mus­
Icals, Madrigal and Jazz Choir productions and com­
peted on the BeHS speech team. He recently was fea­
tured in the MI. Vernon Prince of Puce contata for
1989.

STACY BARNFIELD Stacy is a senior at Benton
High School and the deughler of Elaine Bnd Kenneth
Bamfield of Benton. She has appeared in both
Pyramid Players productions and Benton High School
plays and musicals plus religious productions. She is
also on the BCRS speech team. Slacy is serving as a
Student Director for TinHltown this year and will be
attending Purdue University to major in elemenl.ary
education.
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Charity Bevis, Shea Hickey, Joshua West, Christopher Simpson
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Front Row: Nicholas Hall, Erin E. Stock, Melody Aiken, Rachel Lewis, Ashley
. Stewart, Jami Steckenrider. Back Row: Joshua Appleton, Sami Stimeman,

Ashley Eisenhauer,Joni Cairns, Rachel Robinson, Amanda Beverage
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Front Row: Mindy Morris, Shannon Cook, Natalie Gardner, Nikki Girten,
Emily Kimmel. Middle Row: Kami Bryant, Michele White. Shonda Storey,
Natalie Spillman. Back Row: Michael Hicks, John Bowman. Seth Kohlhaas.
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Michael Murphy, Joseph Allen MarcheUi, Jon Hickey, A.J. Triano
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Front Row: Amanda Bradham, Emily Holt, J anaira Wagoner, Chrissy Taylor.
Back Row: Brandi Miller, Kristine Caldwell, Abe Mourning, Ryan Kirkpatrick .
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Salutes the PYRAMID PLAYERS for providing
excellent entertainment for Southern Illinois

and unmatched training for our young people.



Christie MacRea, Signe Skinion, Emily Frazier, Jessica Smoot, Kathleen
Caldwell, Allyson Lawrence, Julie Warner, Benji Carson, Corey Julian, Der­
rick McGuire. Not pictured, Slacie Johnson.

Congratulations Pyramid PIeyers
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EXPLANATION OF PYRAMID PLAYERS
ANNUAL AWARDS

Each year. awards for the following catagories are given out to
recognize outstanding performances in Pyramid Players productions:

Best Performance by an Actor
Best Performance by an Actress
Most Valuable Participant

These awards are voted on by the Pyramid Players Executive Com­
mittee and donors of $100 or more. If you are eligible to vole, you will
be sent a ballot before the final production of the season. The voting
is most fair if you see all 3 productions in Ute season, although you
may still vote even if you miss one of the shows.

Ballots are turned in to the Directors or Executive Commilee by the
final performance of the final show. Votes are tallied, and the results
are announced at the Annual Awards Banquet held at the RLC Stu­
dent Center.

The names oflhe recipients are engraved on a plaque and displayed
in the lobby of the theatre prior to each performance. TrophiC!sI
plaques are awarded to the recipients.

DELPHI
MEDICAL REFERENCE LABORATORIES

Salutes
the amateur stars of today

and
the professional stars of tomorrow



Winners Of Pyramid Players Awards

1980-0UTSTANDING ACTOR· Brian Summers, Tevye, FiddJerOn The Roof
OUTSTANDING ACTRESS· Sara Ceci, Goldie, Fiddler On The Roof
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT - Annette Lawson Shaw

J981-0UTSTANDING ACTOR· Mike Hoffman, the Scarecrow,
The Wizard or Oz

OUTSTANDING ACTRESS· Jan Hutson Elders, Bloody Mary,
South Pacific

MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT· Del Summer'S

1982-0UTSTANDING ACTOR - Brian Summers, the King, The King And I
OUTSTANDING ACTRESS· Kathleen Doherty, Queen Aggravain,

Once Upon A Mattress
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT - Steve Jankousky

1983-0UTSTANDlNG ACTOR· Jim Westerland, Sir Evelyn, Anything Goes
OUTSTANDING ACTRESS· Jamie Mace Jennings, Bonnie,

Anything Goes
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT· James Scott

19M-OUTSTANDING ACTOR· Daron Bruce, Rooster, Annie
OUTSTANDING ACTRESS - Raina Morgan, Annie, Annie
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT - Alan Shell

1985-0UTSTANOING ACTOR - Brad Willard, P.T. Barnum, Barnum
OUTSTANDING ACTRESS - Cindy Massie, Charity Barnum, Barnum
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT· Susan Summers
CHILD PERFORMER· Richie Hall, Tom, Tom Sawyer

1986-0UTSTANDING ACTOR - David DeVore, Tony, West Side Story
OUTSTANDlNG ACTRESS· Jodi Deichman Hartman, Maria,

West Side Story
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT - Sara Wilkinson
CHILD PERFORMER - Joey BeUamy, King Raymond, Snow White

Karl Richerson, Queen Cordelia, Snow White

1987-0UTSTANDING ACTOR - Eric Ewan, Mr. Snow, Carousel
OUTSTANDING ACTRESS - Pam Kimball, Carrie, Carousel
MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT· Judy Durham

1988- OUTSTANDING ACTOR· Brian Summers, Seymour,
Little Shop of Horrors

OUTSTANDING ACTRESS· Jackie DeVore, Audrey,
Little Shop of Horrors

MOST VALUABLE PARTICIPANT· Malt Mitchell

-



PAST PYRAMID PLAYER SHOWS

1977 - GODSPELL (presented in the Benton High School Commons)

1978 - NARNIA (presented at Old Capitol Thealre. Benton Square)

1979 - CINDERELLA (1st production at the RLC Theatre)

1980 - FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
THE PLAVROOM

1981 - SOUTH PACIFIC
BUTHE SPIRIT
THE WIZARD OF QZ

1982- ONCE UPON A MATTRESS
THE KING AND I

1983 - DWYER!
ANYTHING GOES

1984 - BYE BYE BIRDIE
ANNIE

1985 - BRIGADOON
TOM SAWYER (1st production featuring only children)
BARNUM

1986 - MAN OF LA MANCHA
SNOW WHITE
WEST SIDE STORY
GODSPELL (1st Fall production)

1987 - GREASE
WAY OFF BROADWAY
CAROUSEL
COLE (Fall production)

1988 - UTTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
GUYS & DOLLS
BROADWAY U.S.A.

WE SUPPORT
THE PYRAMID PLAYERS
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mSTORY, GOALS, OBJECTIVES

of the PYRAMID PLAYERS

The Pyramid Players was fonned in 1977 by Brian Summers and Allan
Kimball, both of Benton, Illinois. In its earliest form, it was merely an artistic
oullet for the youth of Benton to gel together during the summer months and
perfonn a simple production of a small cast show. (eg. Godspell, etc.) Since
this time, the group has continued to grow to its present size of over 300
members. The first production, Godspell, was performed in the Benton High
School cafeteria to a total audience of ISO. The next year, 1978, the group
was able to perfonn in an abandoned church/movie theatre on the public
square of Benton. The building was in a bad state of disrepair and offered
no relief from the heat.

The next summer, the group was allowed to move their production to the
superb theatre facility of Rend Lake College in Ina, IL. This facility provided
not only a beautiful, air-conditioned theatre, but also was centrally located
within the Rend Lake College district. This enabled the Players to draw from
a much larger audience pool.

Since 1979, the Pyramid Players have continued to perform at the Rend
Lake College Theatre. The group and its directors continually strive to achieve
and maintain a high quality standard in Broadway Musical performances and
has used area artisls in all of these performances.

In the autumn of 1988, the Benton Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Benton recognized and honored Allan Kimball and Brian Summers as Citizens
of the Year for their furthering of the arts in the area and their continued
dedication to the Pyramid Players.

The purpose that the group strives to uphold each summer is that of perfor.
mance excellence as well as that of providing a theatrical performance outlet
for the area of Franklin, Jefferson. and Williamson counties.

In the future, the group wants and plans to increase both the number of
performances given and perhaps even the number of productions formed
each season.

Al) persons serving in Director/Administrative positions in the group are
fully accredited and certified professionals.
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CONGRATULATIONS
PYRAMID Pl..AYERS '89


