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The Story of Carousel

The time-1873. The place, a small town on the coast of Maine. Billy Bigelow,
a handsome and proud barker for the carousel at a local amusement park, and
Julie Jordan, a lovely, young girl who works in a factory, have fallen in love
and go off together though 1t costs them both of their jobs. When they return
married, they face a hostile town. In the difticult months that follow, Billy is
unable to get work and Julic becomes pregnant.

Finally it 1s June . . . time to get ready for the first clambake of the season. But
Billy is desperate and bitter and agrees to join his shiftless sailor friend Jigger
in a robbery. The robbery goes awry and Billy, trying to escape, falls on his
own knife and is killed.

At Heaven's back door, where he has been escorted by a Heavenly Friend, Billy
meets the Starkeeper who informs him that he cannot get into Heaven (with a
history such as his) unless he goes back to earth and performs one kind deed.
Meanwhile, he is allowed a glimpse of his now fiftecen year old daughter, a
lovely but lonely girl. Overwhelmed by pity and remorse, Billy steals a star
and returns to carth, hoping to give it to her. He manages to impart a feeling
of hope, cour?{gc, and trust in humanity to the girl, and to confirm to Julie that
he really loved her deeply.



CAROUSEL

Synopsis of Scenes and Musical Numbers

The Place: New England Coast
The Time: 1873-1888

ACT I
Scene 1: An Amusement Park on the New England Coast . . ... ... May
STHE CAROUSEL WATIIZY s o oo abislfii s b o £ e St shotee el Cast
Scene 2:° A tree-lined path near the park . ............ A few minutes later
“MISTERESN O S e e e Julie & Carrie
A UERAEIE SATURI s B T L e e e Billy & Julie
Scene 3: Nettie Fowler’s Spa on the ocean front ............. ... .. June
“JUNE IS BUSTIN’ OUT ALL OVER” ... ...... Nettie, Carrie, Chorus
“MISTER SNOWReprise” ... ........... Carrie, Women, Mr. Snow
“WHEN THE CHILDREN ARE ASLEEP” . ... ... .. Carrie & Mr. Snow
“BLOW HIGH, BLOWELOW™ ... 0 o e s Jigger, Billy, Men
R DOIO) SH RS B e R i ST T e Billy

( 15 minute intermission )

ACT II

Scene 1: On an island across the bay ....................... That night
“RIRBAL NIGECLAMBARED [ 0 e e palih e Cast
“GERANIUMS IN THE WINDER”

(and STONECUTTERS CUT IT ON STONE) . Mr. Snow, Jigger, Women
“WHAT’S THE USE OF WONDRIN’” .. ... .......... Julie & Women

Scene 2: Mainland WaterfEOnt = v - s oo v mine die e e An hour later
“YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE” . ................. Julie & Nettie

RHEHIGHES TR GE G R AR L e Billy
Scene 3: Up there.
Seeneds CBallet T e e e Louise & Dancers

Scene 5: Outside Julie’s cottage ... ........ ... ... ..., Fifteen years later
SIEIICOVEDYQUEREprEse ™ oo L S mee e Billy

Scene 6: Graduation Scene
“FINALE ULTIMO”
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